
 

 
 
 

 
Tuesday, 5 October 2021 

TO: COUNCILLORS 
 

 

 
 
Dear Councillor, 
 
Please find attached additional information for the ordinary meeting of the COUNCIL being  
held in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, 52 DERBY STREET, ORMSKIRK L39 2DF tonight 
WEDNESDAY, 13 OCTOBER 2021 at 7.30 PM. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Jacqui Sinnott-Lacey 
Chief Operating Officer 

AGENDA 
(Open to the Public) 

 
2.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Draft List of Declarations of Interest 
 

475 - 
476 

11.   TAWD VALLEY DEVELOPMENTS LTD - BUSINESS PLAN  
2 Amendments. 
 

477 - 
478 

13a Urgent post-Covid Review of Business Rates - Motion from  
Cllr Gareth Dowling on behalf of the Labour Group  
Altered Motion 
 

479 - 
480 

13g Reduction in Carbon Emissions - Motion from Councillor Adrian 
Owens on behalf of the Our West Lancs Group  
Amendment. 
 

481 - 
482 

Jacqui Sinnott-Lacey  
Chief Operating Officer 
 

52 Derby Street 
Ormskirk 
West Lancashire 
L39 2DF 
 



 

 
 
We can provide this document, upon request, on audiotape, in large print, in Braille 
and in other languages.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact:- 
Jacky Denning on 01695 585384 
Or email jacky.denning@westlancs.gov.uk 



 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3 
COUNCIL 

13 OCTOBER 2021 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
The following declarations were received: 
 

1.  Councillors Aldridge, Pope and D Westley declared a non pecuniary interest  
in relation to item13(c) 'Motion – Toucan Crossing Lordsgate Lane' as Members 
of Lancashire County Council, as did Councillors Coughlan, Cummins and 
Gagen as an employee of Lancashire County Council. 
 

2. Councillors Delaney, Devine, Owen, Nixon, West and J Wilkie (Tenant of a 
Council flat/house) declared disclosable pecuniary interests in relation to item 
13(g) ‘Motion - Reduction in Carbon Emissions’ for the reasons indicated but 
were entitled to speak and vote by virtue of an exemption (nothing in these 
reports relates particularly to their respective interests arising from the tenancy or 
lease). 

 
3.  Councillors Aldridge, Mee and Sutton declared non-pecuniary interests in relation 

to item 13(g) ‘Motion - Reduction in Carbon Emissions’ as they have a connected 
person who is a tenant of rented Council accommodation. Insofar as that interest 
becomes a pecuniary interest (as it could affect the financial position of their 
relative and a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would 
reasonably regard this as so significant that it is likely to prejudice their 
judgement of the public interest) they declared that interest but considered that 
they were entitled to speak and vote by virtue of an exemption as nothing in 
these reports relates particularly to the relevant tenancy or lease. 
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COUNCIL  

13 OCTOBER 2021 

 

Urgent post-Covid Review of Business Rates - Motion from Cllr Gareth 

Dowling on behalf of the Labour Group 

 

Altered Motion to be moved by Councillor Gareth Dowling 

 "This Council believes that healthy high streets are essential for employment,  
shopping and leisure but many shops and businesses were struggling even  
before the Covid pandemic: high street retail employment fell in more than  
three-quarters of local authorities between 2015 and 2018 according to the  
Office of National Statistics1 and more than half of all UK consumers were  
shopping online before the pandemic2.  
 
This Council notes retail is among the sectors most affected by the coronavirus  
pandemic; the almost complete shutdown of non-essential shops between March  
and June 2020 and subsequent local and national lockdowns and ongoing  
restrictions has hit businesses hard, and the need for social distancing has  
changed the way many businesses operate reducing footfall. The pandemic has  
accelerated what in many cases has been a longer trend of lower footfall and  
changing shopping habits: as the Portas Review a decade ago acknowledged,  
the form and function of many high streets needs to adapt if they are to survive.  
 
This Council welcomes the willingness of Government to acknowledge the  
problems and come forward with initiatives in response to these challenges such  
as the furlough scheme, the Covid support business loans, and grants and the  
High Street Taskforce. However, as the Treasury Select Committee stated in 2019,  
the current system of Business Rates places an unfair burden on “bricks and  
mortar” businesses compared to online ones, and the Business Rate system  
needs radical overhaul3.  
 
This Council resolves to write to the Chancellor to encourage him to complete and publish 
The Government's review of business rates to provide business with long term certainty 
In this area and further support shops and businesses in recovering from the pandemic. 
 
1 https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/articles/highstreetsingreatbritain/march2020#:~:text=High%20street%20retail%20 employment%20fell,29%25%20in%20Great%20Britain%20overall  
2 https://www.retail-insight-network.com/features/uk-online-shopping-growth/  

3 https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201919/cmselect/cmtreasy/222/22203.htm#_idTextAnchor00  
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COUNCIL 

13 OCTOBER 2021 

 

REDUCTION IN CARBON EMISSIONS - MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR ADRIAN 
OWENS ON BEHALF OF THE OUR WEST LANCS GROUP 
 

Amendment to be moved by Councillor Jenny Wilkie 

 

Recognising that the Council: 

a.     Has declared a climate emergency;  

b.     Has significant housing stock in need of improvements to their energy 

performance and;  

c.     Has estates in Skelmersdale New Town requiring remodelling and regeneration 

This Council notes that: 

a) significant work has been done to our council homes such as 

 Loft and cavity wall insulation programmes 

 Annual A-rated gas boiler replacement programme 

 Window and external door replacement programmes – 100% stock has 

double glazing 

 External wall insulation projects-over £2.5m in the last 10 years 

b) there has also been investment in various renewable energy 

installations to benefit our tenants 

c) there has also been investment £1/2m in ground source heat pumps and 

nearly £2m in solar panels to benefit over 500 homes and that the 

extensive work already completed has put us in a strong position to 

meet our carbon targets. 

However we recognise more needs to be done.  The Sector is stating that the 

costs could be in the region of around £20-£30k per home to retrofit which 

would mean the Council would need around £120-£180million to fund such a 

scheme.   

We are working towards collating a true picture of our energy data across the 

stock, which will be required to help us to make an informed decision on how 

to meet our carbon neutral agenda.  Once the Survey results are obtained the 

matter will be brought back before Members to enable an informed decision on 

future investments. 

The Council also recognises the work undertaken on the mini estate revival 

projects, such as in those in Tanhouse, and looks forward to this being rolled 

out further. Officers are still planning the next major estate revival and plan on 

bringing this forward next year, but this would still leave the bulk of our 
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council estates in need of ‘revival’ with previous estimates of around £600-

£800 million we need government support. 

That the Council: 

a) instructs council officers to seek further government funding to support a 

retrofitting programme of energy efficiency on council housing stock, using 

the LGA, MPs and any other organisations that can help 

b)  continues to undertake option appraisals for a third Revival project and 

the Estate Regeneration Cabinet Working Group be convened before the 

year end to consider this matter. 
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